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The term argument refers to the process of making a point. When someone argues a point 
they present reasons why their point is important. In other words, they argue a case or 
position. In persuasive texts, a writer presents an argument for or against a topic, issue or 
viewpoint. 
 
Skimming is a reading strategy that involves glancing through a text to get an overall 
impression of what it contains. For example, you can skim through a news story and identify 
the main idea; or you can skim through a page from a website to determine whether it can be 
of use or is of interest. Skimming requires you to pass over much of the detail to get to the 
main idea.  
 
 
Before reading 
Skim the layout of the Tourism in Antarctica?  List the things that you notice about the way 
the article is presented on the page. 

1. What text type is Tourism in Antartica? 

2. Where do you find texts like the ones found in Tourism in Antartica?  

3. What are the writers of these texts attempting to do? 

4. In what ways will the two texts to be similar? 

5. How will the two texts be different? 

 

During reading 
Underline or highlight key words and phrases that support the writer’s main point or 
argument. 

 
 

After reading 
1. Read Voula’s letter and list two techniques from the list below that you think she uses to 

persuade her audience.  

a. Using facts and statistics  

b. Using fear  

c. Sharing personal experience  

d. Demonstrating responsibility and concern  

e. Criticising opponents  

f. Drawing on expert opinion and authority  

g. Appealing to emotion 



2. Read the question below and then read Thomas’ letter. 
 

 
 
3. Choose an answer to question 23 from the alternatives provided.  Be prepared to justify 

your choice in a class discussion. 
 
 
Writing 
Select one of the techniques of persuasion from the list above. Write a paragraph that 
incorporates the technique, arguing for or against a topic chosen by your teacher. 
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